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bulletin discounts these figures and attributes the in-
crease in prison population not so much to increased
criminality as to the bureaucracy or else the ignorance
of Soviet judges, who had not sufficiently digested the
latest modifications to the Soviet Code which have
replaced many of the prison sentences that are still
being meted out with minor punishment, such as fines,
or labor without deprivation of liberty.
Nevertheless the consensus of opinion among
criminologists in the Soviet Union is that there has
been a noticeable increase in criminality during and
since 1926.
If figures with regard to the "movement of crime,"
or crime curves, within the Soviet Union, on the whole,
are still more or less nebulous, the "new dynamics of
criminalityn concerning which the Soviet government
has been taking such drastic action, are clean cut. At
the head of the criminal list in the Soviet Union today
stand three offences connected with what might quite
correctly be termed "unskilled management" of public
office, public commerce and public property to which
the Soviet government however attaches political sig-
nificance and character. In Soviet court language the
above crimes are defined as follows:
Crimes against the methods of governmental man-
agement.
Crimes of incompetence or dereliction in connection
with one's job, office, or calling.
Crimes committed in connection with the control or